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the obstacle in the way of installation, the exile of Sri Rama, the
grief of the subjects, the crossing of the Ganges, Rama's meeting
with Bharadwaja, his arrival at Chitrakuta in accordance with
the injunctions of Bharadwaja, Rama's building a Kuteeram
there and sojourn, Bharata's arrival and his propitiation of Rama,
Rama's offering oblations to the manes of his father, installation
of the Paduka, Bharata's dwelling at Nandi-grama, Rama's move-
ment to Dandaka and destruction of Viradha, Rama's interview
with Sarabhanga and meetingiwith Sutikshna, Sita's companionship
with Anasuya, her painting the former; Rama's interview with
Agastya, his obtaining the bow from him, the story of Surpanakah
and her disfigurement, the slaughter of Khara and Tricira, the
attempts of Ravana, the destruction of Maricha, the abduction
of Sita, vulture Jatayu's death, Rama's encounter with Kabandha
(a headless demon), Rama's interview with Sabari and his being
sustained there on fruits and roots, Rama's lamentations at Pampa,
meeting with Hanuman, interviewing Sugriva, encountering Vali
and establishing Sugriva on the throne and so on till the end of
Ramayana, establishment of Rama Rajya and Rama^s departure
to Vaikunta, etc.

Chapter III of Balakanda in the story of Ramayana is a list
of contents. It is a speciality of Valmiki to introduce the whole
story in the first sarga and then give the significance i.e., (1) epitome
of the Ramayana, (2) origin of Ramayana and (3) headliness of
various chapters and important occurrences in the chronological
order. This shows it is an epic par excellence.

in Ramayana, Sundarakanda is considered to be the most
beautiful Kanda. Also it is called Sundarakanda because it is
dominated by Hanuman in the first instance and Sita later on.
Sundara denotes monkey. In the 31st and the 35th sargas, a
summary of the story of Ramayana and the glory of Sri Rama
appears, (especially in chapter 35 of the Sundarakanda). In chapter
58, there is again a recapitulation of the story of Ramayana. Besides,
Hanuman, a symbol of intelligence, assures Sita, who is considered
to be equivalent to the mind; of salvation viz., goingto Paramatma,
Sri Rama. The mind is wavering. Intelligence is able to conquer
the fickle mind and assures the mind of reaching Purushothama,
Sri Rama or salvation. This is part of the esoteric meaning in
Ramayana.